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The Observable Earth
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* Psalm 24:1-2
“The earth is the Lord’s, and everything in it, the
world, and all who live in it; for he founded it upon
the seas and established it upon the waters.”

* To look after the Earth, and thus God's dominion, is
the responsibility of the Christian steward.
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Hinduism and Other faiths
Budhism e2

the entire universe i1s God, and
for Buddhism reincarnation as
an animal 1n a future life Is

fully compatible with being a
human in this one
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Islam and the Environment

* "For the Muslim, humankind's role on
earth is that of a Khalifah - vicegerent or
trustee of Allah. We are Allah's stewards
and agents on Earth. We are not masters
of this Earth; it does not belong to us to
do what we wish. It belongs to Allah and
He has entrusted us with its
safekeeping."”

* His Excellency Dr. Abdullah Omar Naseef
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Universe made by God
Unity in all creation
Muslims should respect the world and maintain balance of nature

God made Adam his khalifah to look after earth for God. All Muslims are Gods’
Khalifahs- should care for eath following way of like set out in Qur’an and Shariah

Life is test from God- Judgment day- one of things God will consider is how they
have terated the Earth

But humans come first as humans are God’s khalifahs- all environmental concerns
must be considered with regard to their effect on humans
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Judaism

>The basics of environmentalism
are Torah law. Psalms declares,
To the Lord belongs the Earth and

all it contains (24:1).

»>Judaism’s worldview is
theocentric not anthropocentric
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Christianity

* Biblical calling of our stewardship of
God's Creation

* Anthropocentric-Theocentric

* Jesus teaching- parable of the Talents
teaches stewardship

 Earth’s resources should be shared
fairly
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His All Holiness Ecumenical
Patriarch Bartholomew has
persistently proclaimed the
primacy of spiritual values in
determining environmental
ethics and action. His
endeavors have earned him
the title "Green Patriarch”

THEGREENPATRIARCH
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e Caring for Our Common Creation: the 1993 social statement Caring for
Creation:

* This statement provides a Christian understanding of the human
role to serve 1n creation, and a hope rooted 1n God’s faithfulness
to the creation from which humans emerge and depend upon for
sustaining life
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https://www.elca.org/en/Faith/Faith-and-Society/Social-Statements/Caring-for-Creation

Catholic Response to the Ecological Crisis

* Understanding of Human
beings as part of Nature

* The natural Moral Law
* Pope John Paul 1l in

g_ﬁiTﬁb;fﬂ?é BN ofeqvard the moral

conditions for an authentic

A Synodal Response ‘human eco/ogy
for the Care of Our

Common Home * Pope Francis: Integral
_Ecology- LS
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Franciscanism: Cosmic
Fraternity

_St. Francis of Assisi
_Canticle of Creatures

_JCommon Creaturehood
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e What are some of the “climate sins” Do we dominate
creation?

* How does my Christian faith influence the way | relate with
the environment?

* The Scriptures and the Church encourage us to be good
stewards of the enviroment, what does this mean to me?

* What does Francis mean when he says, “An ethical and
cultural decline ... has accompanied the deterioration of the
environment” (162)?
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